Proc. roy. Soc. Med. Volume 64 June 1971 minutes for the induction of anmsthesia in each case! This is indeed a reflection on modern hospital practice, which results in a loss of operating time of perhaps two hours on a full day's list when the anxesthetist is single-handed. Routine pre-operative chest X-ray and ECG examination is neither practical nor essential in the majority of hospitals. In describing the application of drapes round the operation site the authors rightly call attention to the elementary precautions which are 'ignored daily in many operating theatres in Britain'. The preservation and despatch of biopsy and other excised specimens are mentioned but perhaps more information on the preservation of specimens would be of advantage.
In post-operative care the routine administration of strong analgesics such as morphine and pethidine at six-hourly intervals for forty-eight hours is far too dogmatic, and housemen should be warned not to sign a blank cheque for such a prescription. This section on post-operative care is very good and comprehensive. There is a full and lucid chapter on electrolyte balance, but insufficient on post-operative nutrition and the use of amino acid and fat infusions. The house physician is catered for in chapters dealing with acute medical emergencies. There is special mention of thoracic post-operative management. A useful addition would be a section on prostheses and appliances to be prescribed for a patient leaving hospital. There are appendices on drugs, infusions, weights and measures. The index is very incomplete, but will doubtless improve with successive additions. This little volume might be an appropriate gift by the consultant to his new house officer! D F ELLISON NASH Feetal and Neonatal Pathology by J Edgar Morison MD DSC FRCPath 3rd ed pp xiv+641 illustrated £11 London: Butterworths 1970 This volume has long established itself as one of the best textbooks in its field and this new edition should certainly maintain its reputation. Since 1952, when the first edition was published, the study of disorders of feetal and neonatal life has changed from a rather neglected branch of pathology to a major area of medical research. During this time many valuable contributions have been made to our understanding of intrauterine life and the perinatal period. A critical review of this newer knowledge is particularly acceptable, as the sources include a wide range of basic biological sciences and clinical disciplines.
The general pattern of former editions of the book has been preserved, but a great mass of new information has been surveyed and incorporated. The text has been increased by about a fifth and, in particular, there are extensive additions on chromosomal pathology, immunological problems, intrauterine growth, intrauterine infection, respiration and resuscitation. There is a detailed bibliography, with many new references, and important contributions up to mid-1970 are included.
All concerned with disorders of the feetus and newborn will find this excellent book a readable, These two further volumes on birth defects are a welcome addition to volumes I and II in this series and will be welcomed warmly as tomes of reference by many busy pwediatricians. At a time when more and more parents are asking searching questions about their child's malformations, one constantly feels embarrassed by an inability to fit a name to the condition or to find a cause for it.
Putting the child into one syndrome or another may seem merely academic, but in reality it may help by allowing one to read up the literature and case reports on the condition in order to be able to advise the parents better as regards probable prognosis. Similarly, more parents are quite rightly asking if a future pregnancy could be affected. Here again reports of other cases can be a guide. These two volumes are on the whole well laid out and the photographs and X-rays are reproduced clearly. The lists of references are fairly full for most of the articles. Volume III on limb malformations covers many rare conditions unlikely to be seen by the majority of pediatricians, but there is an excellent general review of skeletal limb deficiencies. The article on dermatoglyphics in birth defects is most helpful and contains useful tables on dermatoglyphics in Down's syndrome and other autosomal trisomies as well as in sex chromosome anomalies, together with a table on normal dermatoglyphic findings. There is an interesting and informative review of conditions affecting both the head and the hands, the most well known of which is Apert's syndrome. In addition, the synopsis of hand malformations is excellent and the case reports are well presented and clear.
Volume IV covers skeletal dysplasias and there are excellent articles on achondroplasia, X-linked
